

















AOPA OPPOSES
ICAO FORMAT

FREDERICK, MD — The Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association is op-
posing an FAA proposal to replace its
standard half-page flight plan form
with the full-page ICAO international
format.

“Inany given day, the U.S. has more
aircraft movements than the rest of
the world combined,” said AOPA
president Phil Boyer. “But FAA has
provided no compelling reason to
force the majority of the world’s pi-
lots flying here to use the more com-
plex international form.”

Boyer said FAA had not provided
any cost estimates for replacing exist-
ing FAA flight plans, changing nu-
merous publications, or conducting
training for both FAA personnel and
pilots.

He noted that a recent survey of
AOPA members found that 70 % were
satisfied with the U.S. form and did
not want to switch to ICAO format.

The FAA proposal claimed that a
single standard flight plan would
make it easier for pilots to file any-
where in the world and would reduce
the costs of software development for
datalink equipment, DUATS, and the
next generation Flight Service Station
computer.

FAA also said Mexico and Canada
have adopted the ICAO form. But
FAA failed to note that Canada
doesn’t require the ICAO form for ei-
ther domestic flights or transborder
flights to the U.S.

“Inexpensive technology already
exists which can automatically con-
vert the FAA flight plan into the ICAO
format or any other,” said AOPA vice
president for air traffic control Mar-
tin Shuey. “There is no need to print
hundreds of thousands of new forms
when a simple computer program can
achieve the same result. “

Shuey also noted that the RTCA
Free Flight Task Force is examining
the flight plan form and will probably
revise it.

“For that reason alone, FAA
shouldn’t make any changes now,”
said Shuey.

FROM THE
NORTH DAKOTA
AFSS

What's new at the Grand Forks
Automated Flight Service Station? On
July 31, 1995 our weather graphics
system was upgraded. What does that
mean to a pilot? We now have the ca-
pability to display all the new Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS)
weather radar sites in the state. In-
cluded in this package is new Dop-
pler radar information called Next
Generation Radar or NEXRAD. As
new radar sites are converted to the
NEXRAD system, we will become
more adept at informing pilots of the
location, movement and intensity of
storms. This information is a valuable
tool when flying in the vicinity of haz-
ardous weather.

Aviation Education is a major part
of our life at the North Dakota AFSS-
- one program that has proven suc-
cessful in “Operation Takeoff.” Lee
Anderson, the Meteorologist-In-
Charge of the new Grand Forks Na-
tional Weather Service office, gave a
presentation to pilots participating in
Operation Takeoff. Meetings are held
on the third Wednesday, of the second
month, of each quarter. Our next
meeting is on November 15, 1995,
starting at 7:00 p.m. This is a locally
produced pilot education program
presented at GFK AFSS, that covers a
wide variety of aviation related sub-
jects. Lee acquainted pilots with
weather synoptic charts, radar, and
radar data, he also gave a heads-up
view of upcoming radar services that
will be available with the new
NEXRAD capabilities.

For Operation Takeoff we invited
Rose Robinson, the Grand Forks Cus-
toms Agent-In-Charge to participate
and discuss the rules and regulations
for clearing customs. Rose stressed
ONE-HOUR prior notification is nec-
essary to receive customs clearance at
U.S. airports.

GFK AFSS next goal is to take Op-
eration Takeoff on the road to major
airports throughout North Dakota. If
you would like more detailed infor-
mation or if you have any recommen-
dations for this education program,

please call me personally at (701) 772-
7489. As a reminder, Grand Forks
Automated Flight Service station in-
vites you to stop in and visit us any-
time you are in the Grand Forks area.

MERCIL NAMED
NORTH DAKOTA
FLIGHT
INSTRUCTOR OF
THE YEAR

(Grand Forks, ND) Recent Past
President of the ND Pilots Association,
Rick Mercil, UND Aerospace Manager
of Fixed-Wing Training, has been
named the 1995 General Aviation
Flight Instructor of the Year for North
Dakota by the FAA's Fargo Flight Stan-
dards District Office. As winner of the
Fargo FSDO award, Mercil’s name will
be entered into competition for the
FAA’s Great Lakes Region Flight In-
structor of the Year. Regional winners
will compete for the national FAA
Flight Instructor of the Year award.

“Rick’s honor is well deserved,” said
UND Aerospace Dean John Odegard.
“Rick has been a valued member of
Flight Operations since he joined the
UND Aerospace team in 1987. His pro-
fessionalism, attention to detail, prob-
lem solving skills, and above all, his
concern for the students and their
safety are the same qualities that make
him an asset to us and have earned
him this recognition.”

As the UND Aerospace Manager of
Fixed-Wing Training, Mercil manages
the instruction of 900 flight students
and 70 flight instructors in all aspects
of fixed-wing training. This includes
primary pilot training through ad-
vanced jet training operations. He was
named to his current position in 1994.

Mercil has accumulated over 7,600
flight hours. He holds Airline Trans-
port Pilot and Instructor certificates, a
Cessna Citation jet type rating, multi-
engine and instrument ratings, and
multi-engine and instrument instruc-
tor ratings. He is an FAA Designated
Pilot Examiner and an FAA Accident
Prevention Counselor. He served as
president of the NDPA from 1991 to
1993.



UND AEROSPACE
CHANGES
MANAGEMENT
STRUCTURE
AFTER FSF
SAFETY AUDIT

UND Aerospace at the University
of North Dakota is changing its man-
agement structure following a safety
audit by the Flight Safety Foundation
(FSF), and will name a safety director
who will report directly to the dean
of the aviation college UND officials
said. FSF reviewed management and
organizational structure, flight in-
struction, air service operations,
safety programs and maintenance
during the 10-day audit. UND said
the report includes “observations and
recommendations...to further en-
hance the margins of safety and effi-
ciency in flight operations at UND
Aerospace. Describing UND as
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unique in development, scope and
scale, FSF noted that the Federal Avia-
tion Regulations do not provide for
the innovative nature of some of the
programs. FSF advised UND “to ex-
plore with the FAA new avenues of
compliance and approval of these
training programs.” UND offers more
than 18 flight training courses with
more than 700 students and a train-
ing fleet of more than 100 aircraft.
UND named Dana Siewert to the
newly created position of director of
safety and standards in response to
FSF recommendations that the posi-
tion be elevated in the organization
to report directly to the office of the
dean. Siewert, former Director of
Flight Operations, will develop a
"proactive safety strategy emphasiz-
ing new approaches to accident pre-
vention and ensuring the dean is kept
apprised of safety and standards is-
sues,” UND said. FSF Chairman
Stuart Matthews said he is “extremely
pleased that UND Aerospace has cho-
sen to share its response to a confi-
dential Flight Safety Foundation op-
eration safety audit with the aviation
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community.” UND said it is imple-
menting the “new proactive safety
program with the assistance and di-
rection” of its FAA Flight Standards
District Office. The program is sup-
ported by a new organizational align-
ment separating

flight opera-
tions and

flight

sup-
P orEit
services,
which includes

all aircraft maintenance, scheduling
and flight dispatch functions. UND
also retained Kay and Associates, an
aviation maintenance consulting firm,
to review its maintenance operation
and submit recommendations.
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